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DEBORAH WALSH — MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.17 pm]: 
I wish to join the Leader of the House in acknowledging that today we attended the very, very sad but very, very 
beautiful funeral of Deborah Walsh. Deb was such a life force in the Labor movement. I remember with absolutely 
great clarity the very first time I saw Deborah. It was in 1974 after Labor’s victory in the Tangney electorate, in which 
John Dawkins had successfully contested that seat during the great double dissolution election that the member of the 
National Party had earlier referred to. John Dawkins had won and there was a great celebration at the premises of 
their property in Forrestfield. There were the four Walsh sisters and Rose Walsh, lined up in the late afternoon sun, 
with their flaming red hair, looking absolutely splendid and glorious. It was the first time I had seen the Walsh family, 
and that red hair and the strong stance of those five women lined up in a row had a lasting effect on me. 
Deb, of course, is the daughter of Peter Walsh, the esteemed senator from Western Australia, and, subsequently, 
the wife of Gary Gray, the former national secretary of the Labor Party and significant member of the federal 
parliament. She made an extraordinary contribution in her own right. But as the Leader of the House has reflected 
upon, although this was an extraordinarily sad occasion, because there are so many people who will miss Deb and 
her great contribution, the pride with which her family spoke of her and the ability of her three sons, aged between 
16 and 20, to celebrate the way that their mother had contributed to their emotional and intellectual development 
was truly extraordinary. She was an amazing woman, who contributed so much to the broader community, but 
also in that role as the most superb guardian of children who nurtured her children and her family in such 
a profound way that enabled them to do that extraordinary thing. At the funeral of their mother, they were able to 
articulate and be so proud of the contribution she made. The other element that I think really stood out today was 
how inclusive Deb, and indeed the whole Walsh–Gray family, was. It was not a question of putting around 
a boundary of this is your family; it is a case of how many more people can we move into our family, to join us, 
to celebrate, to be part of this great richness? We will miss Deb incredibly. 
She made not only a great contribution to Labor and to the sense of fairness and justice in our community, but also 
to all those people whose lives she touched and added enormously. We will miss her greatly. 

House adjourned at 10.20 pm 
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